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SUB J : SHAH CONDEMNS ISRAELI ACTION IN LEBANON 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO PRESS QUERY, SHAH CONDEMNED ISRAEL'S 
ATTACK ON PALEST! ANT AN TARGETS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON SAYING, 

"WE LIKE OTHER NATIONS, CONDEMN AGGRESSION. THIS (ISRAELI 
ACTION) IS OF COURSE SHEER BULLYING AND IT SHOWS ONCE AGAIN 
WHAT INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS ARE REALLY WORTH." SHAH 
ADDED, "OF COURSE, I AM TALKING ABOUT THE WEAKNESS OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS.". 

2. SHAH'S REMARKS CAME AT AIRPORT PRESS CONFERENCE IN 
ABADAN ON MARCH 18 AT CONCLUSION OF HIS TOUR OF KHUZESTAN 
PROVINCE. IN WIDE-RANGING INTERVIEW SHAH TOUCHED ON A NUMBER 
OF ISSUES INCLUDING GOI OIL POLICY AND INTERNAL DISSIDENCE 
WHICH ARE BEING REPORTED BY SEPTELS. 
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3. GOI-FRENCH RELATIONS: THE SHAH SAID HE COULD SEE NO 
REASON WHY RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES SHOULD BE 
AFFECTED BY A POSSIBLE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT. "WE STAND 
WHERE WE ARE. WE SHOULD WAIT AND SEE WHAT THE FRENCH SIDE 
DOES (IN THE EVENT PRESENT GOVERNMENT IS DEFEATED). AS 

A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, FRENCH DOMESTIC POLITICS SHOULD 
LEAVE RELATIONS BETWEEN TEHRAN AND PARIS UNAFFECTED. BUT 
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IF THEY WANT TO PUSH A SPECIAL POLICY, THEN IT WILL BE A 
DIFFERENCE STORY.", THE SHAH COMMENTED. 

4. NAVAL PROCUREMENT: SHAH SAID GOI ORDERS FOR WEST 
GERMAN SUBMARINES AND WARSHIPS ARE NOT CONNECTED WITH 
IRAN'S PERSIAN GULF STRATEGY AS CLAIMED BY THE WESTERN 
PRESS. SINCE THE PERSIAN GULF IS BOTH NARROW AND SHALLOW, 

AND THUS IN SHAH'S WORDS, "UNSUITABLE FOR SUBMARINES", 

THESE PEPARATIONS ARE FOR "IRANIAN ENTRY INTO THE INDIAN 
OCEAN". 

5. COMMENT: MFA SPOKESMAN TOLD EMBOFF THAT NO FURTHER 
GOI STATEMENT IS EXPECTED AT THIS TIME ON RECENT ISRAELI 
ACTION IN LEBANON SINCE SHAH HASGIVEN OFFICIAL GOI 
REACTION. FARSI KEYHAN MARCH 18 CARRIED ITEM IN POLITICAL 
COLUMN WHICH NOTED IRAN WAS ALWAYS CONCERNED WITH ATTACKS 
ON OTHER COUNTRIES ESPECIALLY SINCE GOI HAS TROOPS WITH 

U.N. PEACEKEEPING FORCE IN GOLAN. 

SULLIVAN 
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